
Wirral Conservation Areas and Heritage Trail 

A new set of suggested routes to walk, cycle or drive around Wirral and visit the 26 

Conservation Areas and a specially selected 40 Heritage Sites, is now available at:  

www.wirral.gov.uk/planning-and-building/built-conservation/wirral-conservation-area-

and-heritage-trail  

When funding is secured we’ll have a Wirral Circular Trail-type booklet produced: 

 

http://www.wirral.gov.uk/planning-and-building/built-conservation/wirral-conservation-area-and-heritage-trail
http://www.wirral.gov.uk/planning-and-building/built-conservation/wirral-conservation-area-and-heritage-trail


Summary of other activity in 2018 
 

Thursday Volunteer mornings continued most weeks from March until December 

with about 1,000 voluntary hours being clocked up this year from a regular group of 

between 10 – 12 helpers each week carrying out a huge amount of valuable 

maintenance, including cutting and trimming brambles and nettles etc on the public 

footpaths and bridleways and off road cycle tracks across Wirral.  

 
A glorious August morning over Grange Hill with a dozen or so volunteers: 
 
The Wirral Walking Festival ran throughout the whole of May and was a great 

success with over 100 walks promoted via the excellent booklet produced by Jo 

Hanik, The Senior Parks Manager at Wirral Country Park. It is hoped that the 2019 

event, which will again run from 1st to 31st May, will be even bigger and better with 

themed walks relating to improving health, looking at the history, heritage and nature 

of Wirral. There are usually wheelchair accessible walks included. 

 

The maintenance schedule: the seasonal operative we employed this year started 

in April and has done a superb job keeping all the routes mown, strimmed and 

trimmed.   

Footpath 12, Sparks Lane, Thingwall: planings and new anti motorcycle barriers 
were erected in April.  
Footpath 45, Pensby: fresh fine planings, from Exmoor Close to Harrock Wood 

were laid in September.   

Footpath 19 Thingwall: a 50m section of footpath by the caravan park had some 
fresh planings and the revetment for the ditch was replaced and made good.   
Byway 22, Mill Lane, Gayton: a resident led scheme to improve the surface of the 
byway with a pro rata contribution made to the contributing residents.  
 



Signing to restrict vehicular traffic on some public rights of way aimed at 

preventing unauthorised motorised traffic along the following routes has continued: 

 Byway 39, Broad Lane, Lower Heswall. 

 Bridleway 40, Target Road in Lower Heswall.  

 

The Wirral East Coast at Shorefields: 

As the Wirral Circular Trail passes along The River Mersey Coast this lovely new 

path between Rock Ferry and Port Sunlight was improved:  

 

 
From here there are some glorious views across The River Mersey towards 

Liverpool and beyond. 

 
Port Sunlight River Park and the new River Dibbin Bridge:  
It is with great sadness that the 80 acre Port Sunlight River Park, which opened in 

August 2014 and is accessed only via the main entrance in Dock Road North on foot 

or by cycle and to the north via a link from Shorefields Park, still does not have the 

link to Dock Road South and all points south towards Eastham via the new bridge we 

installed last year. 

Unfortunately, despite our best intentions, we’ll have to wait for the developments on 

the south side to be completed before the public are allowed access across or 

through what is still a ‘building site’ !! 

However, when it is opened it will link the River Park to Dock Road South, 

Bromborough Pool, The Old Court House Site, The Croft Retail Park and all routes  

along the East coast including Port Sunlight via The Port Sunlight Cycle Track.  

Once all the routes are open over the next couple of years, it will help support the 

case for the re-instatement of the historic footpath 56 between the factories and the 

estuary to Eastham Country Park. 



Work planned for 2019:  
 

Bidston Golf Club, Birket Cycle Route extension: Golf Club members recently 

agreed to the principle of a new walk and cycle route to go on top of the bank of the 

River Birket as per the intention of 20 ago. Two new bridges will be required to 

connect the missing link of The Wirral Circular Trail on The Birket Cycle Route with 

the National Cycle Network Route 56 under junction 1 of the M53 and on to Bidston 

Moss and the other Wirral Waters Cycle route schemes.   

 

The Definitive Map update all linked to other Geographical Information Systems, 

the National Street Gazeteer and the List of Streets etc is all linked to The Highways 

Asset Management Plan that continues to progress with the compilation of an 

extensive register of the rights of way assets including fingerposts, the historic 

sandstone step over stiles, gates, bridges and surfaces all being entered onto the 

database with photos and map references and accurate pinpoint locations. 

The project is nearing completion with a public access route map sitting alongside 

the definitive map including the permissive access routes on foot, on cycle and on 

horseback nearing completion.  

 
Other significant long term projects to progress as time permits.  

 Footpath 49 Raby – Chester High Road, boundary confirmation continues. 

 Heswall Station – Clatterbridge: a brand new all user route from Brimstage 
Road across to Rocklands Lane using current routes as much as possible. 

 Leaflet and booklet literature re printing awaits funding. 
 
Signing Improvement Projects:  

 Bidston Cycle Track behind B&Q under Junction 1 across to Bidston Moss.  

 Wirral Circular Trail at Hoylake & Meols Parade. 

 Port Sunlight cycle track via the spur to Riverbank Road to Eastham. 

 Derby Pool – Green Lane cycle path. 

 Telegraph Road at Thurstaston.  

 Bridleway 57 the over M53 bridge at Clatterbridge to restrict vehicular traffic. 

 Footpath 43, Thurstaston Church: permanent no cycling signs. 

 Traffic reduction signage schemes for the Bridleways and Byways of Heswall 
at Rectory Lane, Grange Road, Oldfield Drive at Pipers Lane, Wittering Lane, 
Lightfoot Lane & Mill Lane and West Grove.  

 New Fingerposts at Footpath 6, Storeton, 12 Quays, Alfred Dock, Lightfoot 
Lane & Mill Lane, Footpath 5 Mosslands Drive. Footpath 27, Eastham. 
Footpath 20, South Drive & The Beacons. 

 The purchase of new footpath fingers. 
 
Definitive Map Modifications and Path Creation Orders: there are currently seven 
with the Council’s legal department and include: 

1. The Royden Park Permissive Horse Route to Public Bridleway which will 
enable this permissive horse route that links Sandy Lane with Irby Quarry, 



alongside Greasby Brook, across the main entrance road to Royden Park and 
then alongside Montgomery Hill to Pikes Hey Road near Caldy roundabout.   

2. Telegraph Road near the Rugby Club up the hill to join with footpaths 56 & 57.  

3. Thurstaston Road opposite Heatherlands to join footpath 54. 

4 & 5: Dibbinsdale has two links from Dibbins Hey to link up with footpath 55. 
6 & 7: Two short links on Caldy Hill linking footpaths 49 and 51 and also the end 

of footpath 51 at the Mariner’s Beacon with the start of the ridge route near 
Village Road and Column Road. 

 

Discovering Lost Ways - as the January 2026 cut-off date for claiming public rights 

of way gets closer, work will continue on collating historic information for further 

investigation for example the old Footpath 56 at Eastham and the link from 

Gardenside to Leasowe Bay. 

 

Website - Although the Definitive Map is not currently available online, paper 

versions are available to view at Wirral’s five main libraries. Other rights of way 

information, the definitive statement and links to the leaflets and some of the local 

walking / cycling / horse riding groups are available on the council website at: 

http://www.wirral.gov.uk/my-services/transport-and-streets   

 
Footpaths 10 and 13, Woodchurch – Prenton: This appeared in last year’s 

newsletter list. However, unforeseen delays have occurred, primarily due to the 

damaged culvert under the path under the railway near Christleton Close. 

The ownership and responsibility with other agencies continues to hold up this 

project. However once the culvert is repaired we hope to upgrade this very busy 

‘Walk to School’ route from Woodchurch High School to Christleton Close and 

Woodchurch Road, Prenton, and in due course we hope to find the resources for a 

wider bridge over the River Fender.  

 

As of 1st October 2018, Wirral Council brought it’s Highways Contractors back ‘in 

house’.  

Currently, the following list of work is being priced up:     

1. Potholes: to tarmac the worst of the potholes along Lower Oldfield Drive, 

Grange Road, Beacon Lane all in Heswall & Seaview Lane, Irby. 

2. Footpath 44, Irby, Dawlish Road end, drainage work.   
3. Footpath 18, Thingwall Corner - Landican to replace the sleeper bridge.  
4. Footpath 17, Carr Lane, the footbridge down the track: a permanent repair.  
5. Fingerposts to re instate at: a) 12 Quays footpath within the ferry terminal 

area b) Byway 11a, West Grove, c) FP 20 South Drive / The Beacons. 
6. New footpath fingerposts at a) FP6, Storeton b) FP5, Mosslands Drive c) FP 

27 Eastham. 
7. Cycle Track alongside the School at Mosslands Drive, the worst of the tree 

roots to take out and re surface. 
8. Hoylake Cycle Track, the worst of the tree roots to take out and re surface 

and move the fence away from the cycle track. 
9. Port Sunlight cycle track, the worst of the tree roots to take out and re surface. 

http://www.wirral.gov.uk/my-services/transport-and-streets


10. Port Sunlight cycle track (the spur to Riverbank Road by the cement works) to 
remove wooden barrier edging and return to depot to reuse the wood. 

11. Footpath 17, Lower Thingwall Lane, fresh planings to the 1st kissing gate. 
12. Footpath 30, Thornton Manor: replace sleeper bridges.  
13. Footpath 72, Dungeon Wood: Board Walk repairs, flag stone re alignments 

and add some anti slip material. 
14. Footpath 43, near Dungeon Wood, fresh planings alongside the 2nd field.  
15. Footpath 14 Beverley Gardens, tree root damage to flag stones to be re laid.  
16. Footpath 39 Lingdale Road, minor surface repairs re tree root damage. 
17. Footpath 56, Ashdown Pk, Greasby: a) reveal old concrete path to the old 

RAF Camp b)repair the wooden foot bridge c) repair the fence and gate. 
18. Footpath 11, opposite Lartons at Frankby: to cut back bushes and trees to re 

instate the public footpath alongside the permissive bridleway, from Frankby 
Road to Montgomery Hill.  

19. Manor Farm, Frankby, FP 3: a) planings near the dung pile b) a new green 
metal kissing gate at the end of the track and 25m of revetment and planings 
from the gate to the grass c) bridge to repair including a new concertina gate 
and improved side rail. 

20. Milner Road, Heswall, Footpath 62 to Whitfield Common: to lay 2 ft wide strip 
of planings from the road to where the path opens out onto the Common. 

21. Arrowe Brook Road horse and cycle route by the car park to reinstate. 

22. Bridge culvert for footpath 27 & the horse route in Arrowe Park. 

23. The Footpath through the woods from the Arrowe Park Golf Club car park to 

Thingwall Corner is to be officialised and re aligned to prevent walkers from 

straying onto the golf course. 

24. Brimstage, Bridleway 47, surface improvements to reduce flooding.   
25. Footpath 6, Lingham Lane, more boulders required to stop off road 

motorbikes.   
26. Footpaths18 and 62, Monkey Wood, Meols, improvements to consider. 
27.  North Wirral Coastal Park, Bridleway 3, Park Lane: gate & surface 

improvements. 
28. Leasowe Bay on the ECP route: drainage work. 

      
Projects pending further detailed negotiations with landowners and/or tenant 
farmers: 

 Thornton Hough – Raby: improved signing on the permissive horse route.   

 Prenton Way to Landican Lane: new path to these two locations.  

 Landican Lane at Prenton Brook: gates and posts to restrict and prevent 
heavy vehicles damaging the historic culvert under Landican Lane.  

 Barnston – Brimstage route: An old ‘Lost Way’ currently on hold. 

 Footpath 18, Thingwall- Landican: major works on this footpath to re build 
a section of path that has long since fallen into the pond and build some 
steps to negotiate a muddy slope.  

 Footpath 6, Lingham Lane: Network Rail have indicated that they intend 
replacing the footbridge soon. 

 
 

 

 



Miscellaneous Updates: 

 

 
The Wirral Circular Trail: 

This continues to be a very successful 35 mile walking and cycling route around 

Wirral, signposted and described in an 88 page booklet widely available across 

Wirral and via the Council website at: 

www.visitwirral.com/attractions-and-ctivities/walkingguides  

Wirral Heart Beat and the idea to sign the Circular Trail with half mile marker 

plaques with a permissible heart logo to help with measured prescription health 

walks is still being considered as a major feature of the Circular Trail review which 

will now probably link in with the new England Coast Path signing.  

 

Background information:  

I am involved in the following local groups and committees:   

 Chair of the Wirral Rights Of Way User Group meetings. 

 The England Coastal Path Implementation Group. 

 Wirral Road Safety Partnership, Bikesafe and IAM Roadsmart.   

 The Wirral Active Travel Pedestrian and Cycle Forum. 

 The Merseyside Local Access Forum. 

 Royden Park Advisory Group. 

 The Wirral Walking Festival working party. 

 Several Local and Regional Footpath, Cycling and Horse Riding Groups. 

 

IPROW: As a member of The Institute of Public Rights of Way, they continue to 

provide invaluable assistance with access issues via their forum and information 

database. I always attend their Conference and Annual Update in October. 

 

 

http://www.visitwirral.com/attractions-and-ctivities/walkingguides


ADEPT: Association of Directors of Environment Economy Planning and Transport:  

I am also the Northern Region Rights Of Way Managers area representative for 

Wirral and I endeavour to attend their northern region meetings whenever possible.  

The most recent meeting was held in Chester in November 2018 and the next 

meeting is in Northallerton in May. 

 

For more information 

Please contact me direct: 

Robin Tutchings, Wirral Rights Of Way Officer, Delivery Services, 

Highways and Associated Services, Wirral Council, Hamilton Building, Conway 

Street, Birkenhead, CH41 4FD. 

Tel: 0151 606 2480. Mob: 07795 367 276 

Email: walking@wirral.gov.uk  or robintutchings@wirral.gov.uk  
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